Ask one question—Where mos- 
quitoes come from?—of hundred 
different Californians and you will 
get hundred different answers. Some 
will know that the mosquito must have 
water which develop. Others 
will not familiar with the preadult 
aquatic habits the insect. The wide 
range personal knowledge about 
mosquitoes and their sources due, 
part, the kinds contacts peo- 
ple have had with mosquitoes, their 
occupations, and where they live. 
forest ranger from the high Sierras 
may cite grassy meadow, flooded 
the spring water from melting 
snow the source; suburban resi- 
dent may blame holes trees filled 
with rain water; lumberman cer- 
tain they are coming from local mill 
pond; people living the coast say 
that the flooding, which results from 
the monthly high tide the salt 
marsh, responsible; city dwellers 
may blame their neighbors’ orna- 
mental garden pool, accumulated 
tin cans which hold water after rains; 
the irrigator, working all night the 
tending the water control 
structures, sure they come from the 
pools left the fields after the irri- 
gation water shut off. 

Each these answers correct, 
and there are countless other condi- 
tions which provide standing water 


aquatic home for the development 
may said, almost 
without qualification, that any water 
that stands for four days more may 
become source mosquitoes. Among 
the mosquito species California 


long enough serve the necessary 
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there sufficient range living 
habits permit one more species 
use almost any accumulated water, 
any quality, preadult habitat. 
spect the mosquito control problem 
California, except say that 
with the growth popu- 
lation, industry and agriculture. The 
wide range geographical and phys- 
ical conditions which exist within the 
State give rise mosquito control 
problems related least four 
major types mosquito sources. 


Natural Sources 


Ponds lakes, flood plane areas 
along streams, fresh water swamps, 
and salt tidal marshes were in- 
itially the major sources mosqui- 
toes which affected large centers 
human population. number the 
long-established local programs, par- 
ticularly about San Francisco Bay, 
were undertaken mainly provide 
control mosquitoes coming from 
such natural sources. Over the years, 
drainage and other water control 
methods have minimized the produc- 
tion mosquitoes many such areas, 
that the mosquito control agencies 
ean satisfactorily handle the problem 
the majority these areas main- 
tenance the existing works, with 
relatively little new construction. But 
the situation less simple for the 
other three major types. 


Domestic Sources 


Ornamental ponds, pools resulting 
from excess irrigation lawns gar- 
dens, accumulations containers, 
drainage from evaporative coolers, 
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sink drains improperly sealed cess- 
pools are common examples domes- 
proportion the numbers 
new homes that are constructed, 
and can expected increase 
the population the State marches 
steadily upward. They represent im- 
portant sources mosquitoes that are 
very costly control. Most such 
sources could eliminated the 
owners residents the offending 
properties, and thus the educational 
approach, which has already shown 
considerable promise, may even 
more effective the future secur- 
ing control such situations. 


Industrial and Community Sources 


The effluent disposal areas sew- 
age plants, the waste water ponds 
wineries, canneries, dairies, 
may constitute important problems. 
single such source may heavily in- 
fested with mosquitoes, pro- 
duce nuisance entire commu- 
nity. Many such instances have been 
corrected cooperative plant opera- 
tors when educational approach re- 
vealed them the importance the 
problem and the means which might 
employed alleviate it. New prob- 
lems this nature will continue 
new industries are estab- 
lished which have liquid wastes dis- 
charge. Such source mosquitoes 
legal definition public nuisance, 
and may corrected due legal 
process cooperation the property 
owner cannot secured. Sometimes 
the solution lies the utilization 
the waste water for other purposes. 
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For example, one mosquito abatement 
agency has been able demonstrate 
the value reclaiming dairy waste 
water utilizing irrigate cer- 
tain crops. 


Agricultural Sources 


Agricultural sources mosquitoes 
have increased number, area, and 
direct proportion the 
unprecedented development new 
and expanded irrigated areas. Cali- 
fornia now has nearly 7,000,000 acres 
irrigated land, about one-fourth 
the total the United States. Nearly 
half this devoted the produc- 
tion rice, pasture, alfalfa and cot- 
ton. The culture any these crops 
can and too frequently does provide 
ideal conditions for mosquito breeding 
unless the irrigation very carefully 
controlled. Presently mosquito control 
these irrigated areas, notably the 
Central Valley, demands the expendi- 
ture substantial portion all the 
funds available mosquito abatement 
agencies. Furthermore, there every 


1945—29 MOSQUITO ABATEMENT AGENCIES—4,600 SQUARE MILES 


reason believe that the mosquito 
problems related irrigated areas 
will continue increase the pres- 
ently authorized contemplated irri- 
gation developments are constructed. 
ultimate total million acres 
irrigated land predicted for Cali- 
fornia. 


Public Health Aspects Mosquito Problem 


California has long history 
malaria, and though there have been 
few cases local origin reported dur- 
ing recent years, Anopheles mosqui- 
toes are still prevalent. The small epi- 
which 1952 and 
1953 Lake Vera Nevada County 
indicates that the potential hazard 
outbreaks cannot discounted. 

Infectious encephalitis (Western 
equine and St. Louis types) en- 
and sometimes epidemic 
California, indicated the fol- 
lowing table. 

The vector arthropod-borne en- 
cephalitis, Culex tarsalis, perhaps 
the most widely distributed mosquito 


TABLE CASES INFECTIOUS ENCEPHALITIS 
ETIOLOGY AND YEAR ONSET 
ILLNESS, CALIFORNIA, 1945-1954 


Etiology 
Year Total St. un- 
equine determined 

813 375 393 


Totals, 1945-1954. 


SOURCE: State California, Department Public Health, 
Morbidity Records. 


throughout California, and its con- 
trol continues demand major 
effort the local mosquito control 
agencies. Furthermore, intensive re- 
search which being conducted 
this disease and its transmission, 
the University California, the Pub- 
lic Health Service, and the California 
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State Department Public Health, 
has not produced any information 
that would justify relaxation the 
mosquito control effort presently be- 
ing conducted contemplated for 
the future. 

Pest mosquitoes, when present 
sufficient numbers produce intense 
human annoyance, are becoming in- 
health problem. While Dr. Thomas 
Parran was Surgeon General the 
Publie Health Service said: 

conviction that the pest 
mosquitoes should receive more atten- 
tion from health authorities than they 
have the past. Public health has be- 
come something more than the ab- 
sence disease. Physical efficiency 
and comfort, which mental equa- 
nimity depends substantial de- 
gree, may seriously disturbed 
the continued annoyance pestifer- 
ous mosquitoes which may may not 
have disease transmitting potentiali- 


Economic Benefits Mosquito Control 


addition the health 
benefits mosquito control, there are 
corollary benefits. These oc- 
various ways, either direct 
result the reduction prevalent 
mosquitoes, indirectly result 
drainage other operations per- 
formed controlling and eliminating 
mosquito sources. Among these are: 

Increased production food 
fodder crops and livestock. 

Improved efficiency industrial 
and farm labor. 

More enjoyable use the out-of- 
doors residential and resort areas. 

Increased realty and rental values. 


Marshlands reclaimed for agricul- 
tural, industrial, and community uses. 

Conservation water, the resource 
most essential the continued devel- 
opment the State. 


Mosquito Control Agencies 


early 1915 the State Legis- 
lature recognized the vital need for 
mosquito control, and evidently con- 
cluded that eould performed 
most efficiently local governmental 
units. passed legislation providing 
for the formation mosquito abate- 
ment districts, endowing them with 
the power levy taxes and per- 
form the acts that would necessary 
control abate mosquitoes. 


Local communities which were mos- 
quito infested quickly applied this 
new Iégislation, and 1945 there 
were mosquito abatement agencies 
serving area 4,600 square miles. 
the past years, the mosquito con- 
trol program has expanded dra- 
fashion. There are now local 
mosquito abatement agencies operat- 
ing year-round basis, having 
within their borders aggregate area 
30,000 square miles. This enormous 
development illustrated the com- 
parative maps accompanying this ar- 

Appropriations for mosquito con- 
trol, including both local and state 
funds, approximate four million dol- 
lars for the present year. This 
supports the work more than 500 
men, together with equipment, insecti- 
cides, and other facilities. 


The State Department Public 
Health engages the following activ- 
ities 

Administration the state sub- 
vention local mosquito abate- 
ment agencies. 

Consultation local operational 
programs. 

Investigations and studies lead- 
ing technical developments. 

Encephalitis surveillance aid 
averting encephalitis epidem- 

tween the agencies involved 
water resource development and 
mosquito control. 

Surveys areas not now within 
mosquito abatement agencies, for 
the purpose providing local 
with information 
their mosquito control prob- 
lems. 

Mosquito identification service. 


Basic Principles Mosquito Control 


The primary aim mosquito abate- 
ment the progressive reduction 
known mosquito breeding sources and 
the prevention the formation 
new ones. This may accomplished 
land water management activi- 
ties, which eliminate the aquatic hab- 
itats mosquitoes. This preventive 
mosquito control activity seeks 
make impossible for mosquitoes 
There are included such opera- 
tions drainage; filling grading; 
land preparation for crops; 
precise irrigation based optimum 


water requirements soils and 
reuse excess irrigation water clear- 
ing and shaping the margins water 
impoundments minimize marshy 
borders and vegetation; and 
the manipulation water levels 
expose the stages mosqui- 
toes effective natural enemies. 
recognized that this ‘‘source 
tion’’ type mosquito control 
necessarily long-range program, 
which will probably attain major ef- 
fectiveness only water resource de- 
velopments attain maturity, and new 
agricultural, residential and indus- 
trial areas become stabilized. 

complement the source reduc- 
tion activities, yield immedi- 
ate relief from disease bearing and 
pest mosquitoes, efficient and large 
chemical larvisical operations 
have been found essential. The 
use chemicals likely require 
considerable proportion the ex- 
penditure local operational re- 
sources well into the future, although 
the proportion can expected 
lessen the source reduction activi- 
ties are extended. The larviciding pro- 
gram has become more difficult 
many areas due the development 
the mosquito larvae tolerance 
the chlorinated type 
insecticides. Continuous research 
necessary develop the use new 
insecticides which will kill mosquitoes 
reasonable cost without damage 
humans, livestock, plants. 


Some conditions may oceur which 
justify the use insecticides applied 
space sprays, fogs, mists kill 
adult mosquitoes. Such instances are 
the emergency situations which 
during mosquito borne 
diseases; the arresting adult mos- 
quito populations which have emerged 
before larvicidal measures could 
applied, and are still hovering the 
foliage the vicinity; and the elim- 
ination infestations mosquitoes 
which have invaded center human 
population migratory flight from 
remote source. 

All programs require continuous 
appraisal evaluate progress and 
sible the employment efficient 
record keeping, operations analysis, 
accurate mapping mosquito sources, 
entomological and engineering sur- 
veys, and effective sampling and 
measurement mosquito 
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This professional approach mos- 
quito control coming characterize 
the typical local mosquito control 
effort California. 


More Cooperation for Mosquito Control 
the Future 

view the drastic increase 
the mosquito problem which sure 
accompany the two- three-fold ex- 
pansion irrigated areas and the 
additional exposure people out- 
lying areas resulting from the present 
rapidly population and the 
trend toward rural living, for- 
tunate that there exists within the 
tion eliminate reduce mosquito 
sources. Without such well-founded 
approach this complex problem, the 
prospect mosquitoes increasing 
intolerable levels could expected. 


Mosquito abatement agencies have 
made considerable progress secur- 
ing the interest and cooperation the 
federal, state, and local governmental 
units and organizations with primary 
responsibility for the development 
and regulation water resources. 
The principal objective the public 
information activity mosquito 
abatement agencies that secur- 
ing the ultimate cooperation 
everyone whose use land water 
still creates mosquito problems. 


Polio Vaccine Meetings Held 


The purchase and distribution 
polio public agencies was 
discussed four regional meetings 
for local health officers scheduled 
the State Department Public 
Health Berkeley, September 19th; 
Los Angeles, September Fresno, 
September 26th; and Sacramento, 
September 28th. 


The sessions were held acquaint 
local health officers with the admin- 
istration the vaccination 
outlining the procedure for 
the purchase acquisition 
supplies, its distribution 
amounts which will available 
local health departments. 


Federal funds amounting $1,- 
300,000 have been earmarked for 
California provide vaccine for 
local governments wishing give 
free polio vaccinations children 
the high disease risk age-group 
five-to-nine years. 


NOTICE HEARINGS 


The State Board Public Health 
will hold hearings from a.m. 
m., October 21, Room 123, 
State Department Public Health 
Building, 2151 Berkeley Way, 
Berkeley California, four pro- 
posed changes laws and regula- 
tions. 

Copies the present and pro- 
posed regulations are available for 
inspection the California State 
Department Public Health, Los 
Angeles and Berkeley offices. Said 
proposed regulations are made 
part this notice reference. 


Blood Bank Operation 


Proposed amendment the 
fornia Administrative Code, Title 
17, Chapter Subchapter 
Group Article 10, Sections 997 
1026 inclusive, pursuant 
thority Section 1603-1604-1606- 
1614 the Health and Safety 
Code. 

The proposed changes and addi- 
tions the regulations will intro- 
duce accepted practices and pro- 
cedures conformity with blood 
bank operation throughout the Na- 
tion. 


Physicians Crippled Children 
Program 


Proposed amendment 
nia Administrative Code, Title 17, 
Division Part Chapter Sec- 
tions 2903 and 2904, pursuant 
authority Section 1509 the 
Health and Safety Code. 

The proposed changes were rec- 
ommended the Crippled Chil- 
Advisory Committee and are 
concerned with the qualificotions 
for physicians providing services 


addition, the funds can used 
agencies finance their 
local vaccination programs, including 
physician and nurse fees and the pur- 
chase syringes and other equip- 
ment necessary set inoculation 
centers. 

The incidence poliomyelitis 
California has remained low level 
since the April beginning the 
disease year. From April through 
October there have been 1,219 


handicapped children the pro- 
gram. 


Frozen Food 


Proposed Regulations for Low- 
Acid Frozen Foods Packed Her- 
metically Sealed Containers, Cali- 
fornia Administrative Code, Title 
(Public Health), Chapter Sanita- 
tion (Environmental), Subchapter 
Foods and Drugs, Article 5.5, Sec- 
tion 11800 through 11870, pur- 
suant the authority Section 
26540 and Section 208 the Cali- 
fornia Health and Safety Code. 

This hearing being held the 
request the Bureau Food and 
Drug Inspections for the purpose 
presenting said proposed regula- 
tions, which are designed safe- 
guard through informative labeling 
the packing low-acid frozen 
food hermetically sealed con- 


Beds and Shucking Plants 


Proposed amendment the 
California Administrative Code, 
Title 17, Chapter Subchapter 
Group Sections 7700 7770, 
pursuant authority Section 
208 the Health and Safety 
Code. 

The proposed changes were re- 
viewed with the staff the United 
States Public Health Service and 
have been found conform rea- 
sonably their suggested state 
regulations governing shellfish beds 
and shucking plants. They have 
also been reviewed the staffs 
several local health departments. 


MALCOLM MERRILL, M.D. 
Executive Officer 
State Board Public Health 


California, compared 3,207 
ported for the same period year 

For the week ending October 
there were reported cases, 
pared 183 reported during the cor 
responding week 1954. far 
percent the cases are reported from 
counties, Los Angeles leading with 
596. Last year this time 1,424 case 
had been reported Los 
County. 
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The dedication this beautiful 
and functional new school marks 
important milestone the develop- 
ment educational and medical 
facilities for California’s cerebral pal- 
sied children. The school itself sym- 
bolizes the strength and hopes 
small band parents and profes- 
sional persons with the vision and 
courage necessary plan for and 
earry completion state-wide pro- 
gram special services designed 
meet the unusual needs children 
with cerebral palsy. Further, rep- 
resents the true meaning ‘‘team- 
work’’ among private and official 
agencies and organizations, and the 
California State Legislature. 

about the beginning the 
twentieth century, public education 
began meet more fully its responsi- 
bility all children the establish- 
ment special education programs 
for physically handicapped children 
—particularly pupils with sensory 
handicaps such the deaf and the 
information the develop- 
ment the State School for Cerebral 
Palsied Children, Northern California, 
prepared and presented ceremonies 


dedicating the school San Francisco, 
July 10, 1955. 


blind. California, however, like other 
states, made little attempt 
provide special services for the cere- 
bral palsied during the early part 
the century. 

Around 1936 1937, small group 
parents cerebral palsied children 
Oakland began lay plans for the 
establishment program educa- 
tion and therapy for cerebral palsied 
children from preschool age through 
high school. 1938, this group or- 
ganized the Spastic Children’s Society 
Alameda County for the purpose 
cooperating with other citizen 
groups developing services for the 
handicapped. This society, which be- 
came the spearhead activity for 
cerebral palsied children, and 
which many the State’s accom- 
plishments are attributable, owe 
debt deep gratitude Chauncey 
Whitner, Harold Conklin, Maurice 
Gershenson, Mrs. Winifred Jones, 
Mrs. Mildred Shriner, and others for 
the time and energy they spent 
bringing the attention the public 
and the Legislature the needs 
these youngsters. 

the 1939 General Session the 
Legislature, the first objective the 


THE DEVELOPMENT THE NORTHERN CALIFORNIA STATE SCHOOL 
FOR CEREBRAL PALSIED CHILDREN* 


Francis Chief, Bureau Special Education, California State Department Education 


society was accomplished with the 
passage measure authorizing 
school districts enroll special 
classes cerebral palsied pupils the 
age three years. the process 
developing this legislation, the society 
received advice and assistance from 
individuals representing and 
private agencies and organizations 
who were play increasingly im- 
portant role future successful 
developments medically and 
ally; namely, Dr. Harry Torrey, Di- 
rector Children’s Hospital the 
East Bay; Dr. Herbert Stolz, Assist- 
ant Superintendent Schools, Oak- 
land; Warren Griffith, the Cali- 
fornia Society for Crippled Children 
and Adults; Assemblymen Gardiner 
Johnson and Thomas Maloney; and 
the late Senators Chris Jespersen and 
Herbert Slater. 

Two significant 
1940. (1) The first preschool 
for cerebral palsied children 
California was established the Oak- 
land Public Schools the grounds 
the Children’s Hospital the East 
Bay. The school included physical 
therapy under medical supervision, 


STATE SCHOOL FOR CEREBRAL PALSIED CHILDREN—NORTHERN CALIFORNIA LAKE MERCED BOULEVARD AND WINSTON DRIVE, SAN FRANCISCO 
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speech training, academic education, 
and opportunity for adjustment 
group living. (2) The California 
Society for Crippled Children, after 
devoting its annual meeting entirely 
the special needs children who 
suffer from cerebral palsy, became 
the first state-wide organization 
the Nation adopt cerebral palsy 
program assist the organization 
parent groups and help spear- 
head the concerted effort necessary 
bring services into being. 

the problem with medical and educa- 
tional leaders and the Legislature, 
Assembly Interim Committee under 
the chairmanship Gardiner John- 
son was appointed explore possible 
future steps taken. Assembly 
Concurrent Resolution No. 30, pre- 
pared the committee, was passed 
April, directing the State 
Departments Public Health and 
Education investigate the prob- 
lems cerebral palsied children 
the State, and report the Fifty- 
sixth General Session the Legisla- 
ture their findings together with rec- 
ommendations the treatment and 
education such children. 

After careful study, the two de- 
partments submitted report estimat- 
ing that 8,000 10,000 persons under 
years age California were af- 
flicted with cerebral palsy. Major 
recommendations relating their 
treatment and education were the 
establishment hospital diagnostic 
and treatment center San Fran- 
and Los two residential 
schools which cerebral 
children could enrolled for pe- 
riod not one year for in- 
tensive physical treatment, care, and 
finding responsibilities; and special 
class school programs which 
both therapy and educational 
vices were provided. The Legislature 
each the above recom- 
mendations, and during the 1945 
General Session, enacted legislation 
which provided the necessary funds 
put them into effect. 

This thorough and complete study 
with its intelligent recommendations 
was directed Helen Heffer- 
nan, Chief the Division Elemen- 
tary Education, State Department 
and Dr. Jessie Bierman, 
Chief the Bureau Maternal and 


TYPICAL STUDENT 


Child Health,* State Department 
Public Health. These two individuals 
were later take the major share 
the responsibility developing the 
services made possible legislative 
action, including the acquisition 
sites for the two residential schools 
and the staffing and equipping 
them. Many problems were encoun- 
tered. The Northern School, fulfill 
its role, should near medical 
ties the bay area, but there were 
available locations where land 
could purchased. Rented quarters 
outside Redwood City were selected 
while the for land continued. 
Funds for equipment and alterations 
were inadequate. The Spastie Chil- 
dren’s Society and the Crippled 
Children’s Society came the rescue 
with funds. Teachers and therapists 
were difficult find. Misunderstand- 
ings the purpose the school 
arose, well problems relating 
the admittance pupils. But despite 
the problems, progress continued be- 
cause persons responsible for the dif- 
ferent aspects the program were 
determined that the children would 
adequately served. Persons other 
than those previously named who 
served faithfully solve many diffi- 
cult problems are: Dr. Melba Miller 
and Lown, Superintendents 
the Northern School; Dr. Mareia 


Hays, Chief, Crippled 


The Crippled Children Services were then 
part of that bureau. They became a 
separate bureau in 1951. Dr. Bierman is 
now Professor of Maternal and Child 
Health the University California 
School Public Health. 


Children Services, State Department 
Public Health, and Dr. Peter 
Cohen, Director the Cerebral Palsy 
Diagnostic and Treatment Center 
the University California 
Subsequent the 1945 General 
Session the Legislature, further 
efforts the part organizations 
such the Crippled Children’s So- 
ciety, the Congress Parents and 
Teachers, the Junior League San 
Francisco, the State Departments 
Public Health and Education, and in- 
terested legislators brought into ex- 
istence great number legal pro- 
more appropriate therapy and educa- 
tional facilities local schools for 
children receiving services the di- 
agnostic and treatment centers. 


1947, Dr. Herbert Stolz, under 
whose direction the first public school 
for preschool cerebral palsied 
dren had been established and who 
had given invaluable counsel and 
sistance the pioneers the move- 
ment improve conditions for such 
children, was appointed Deputy Su- 
Charge Special Schools and Serv- 
ices. 


Dr. Stolz’ appointment 
tion state leadership proved timely 
and important the welfare cere- 
bral palsied children. Shortly after 
assumed his leadership responsibili- 
ties, officials the City and County 
San from whom the 
buildings for the Northern California 
Residential School had been obtained, 
announced that they would 
able renew their lease contract with 
the State. This announcement 1951 
coincided with action the State 
Legislature which froze capital con- 
struction funds, including those which 
had been allocated for the purpose 
building residential school the 
northern part the State. 


Dr. Stolz, acting for the State 
partment Education, began seek 
San Francisco site for the school 
order school could assume 
more fully its role the training 
educational and medical 
After negotiating without success for 
land, and discussion the problem 
with officials San Francisco State 
College, plan for building the new 
school the campus the college 
was conceived. owe debt deep 
gratitude Dr. Paul Leonard, Pres 
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ident the college, and Dr. Leo Cain, 
Dean Instructional Services, for 
their foresight the development 
coordinated plan training 
personnel and their generosity 
making land the campus available. 

Parents petitioned the State for the 
funds reallocated but other state 
institutional construction was de- 
more urgent. With the termi- 
nation date the lease for the Red- 
wood City buildings drawing closer, 
was evident that special legislative 
action would need taken the 
school was saved. Senator James 
Senate Committee Education 
the Handicapped, after special 
study the problem recommended 
that special funds made available. 
was this point that the Cali- 
fornia Society for Crippled Children 
and Adults performed invaluable 
service California’s program for 
palsy. Through the efforts 
the society, Mrs. Esther Smith, Asso- 
ciate Executive Director, particu- 
larly, and with the help other 
interested organizations, special ap- 
propriation bill was prepared and 
introduced the 1953 General Leg- 
islative Session Senator George 
Miller Contra Costa County. 
Through his sincere interest the 
problem, his skillful handling the 
bill, and the support and assistance 
such able Assemblymen Caspar 
Weinberger and Thomas Maloney, 
Senator Miller was successful get- 
ting the measure enacted into law— 
and state construction funds again 
became available. 

This new school represents years 
planning and exciting adventures 
for many parents and friends cere- 
bral palsied children. have been un- 
able acknowledge many those 
who contributed much the project 
—but all them are grateful. 


Health Officer Changes 


Humboldt-Del Norte County 

Carl Wallace, M.D., now health of- 
the Humboldt-Del Norte County De- 
partment Public Health. succeeds 
John Carswell, M.D. 


Stanislaus County 

Irena Heindl, M.D., has been appointed 
succeed George O’Brien, M.D., 
health officer Stanislaus County. 
Trinity County 


Robert Breeden, M.D., has succeeded 
George Keller, M.D., health officer 
Trinity County. 


Noted Health Officer Retires 


Dr. Jacob Casson Geiger, one 
California’s most colorful personali- 
ties, has retired the age from 
his position health officer Oak- 
land. Three years ago resigned 
San Francisco’s health officer take 
the Oakland position, after heading 
the San Francisco department for 
years. 


Paul Bishop Photo 
GEIGER, M.D., Dr. P.H. 


When Dr. Geiger came Oakland 
health officer was returning 
the starting point his public health 
1912 shortly after receiving his med- 
ical degree from Tulane University 
Louisiana, the state his birth. 

then six other universities 
have conferred honorary degrees 
upon Dr. Geiger, and his alma mater 
has recently given him honorary 
degree, citing him Tulane’s most 
distinguished alumnus. has won 
national and international recogni- 
tion the field public health. 
Thirty-seven countries have honored 
him with decorations and has re- 
ceived six citations for distinguished 
services the field health. 

began his work public health 
member the staff the State 
Department Public Health (then 
the State Board Health) 
from 1913 1916. was the first 
epidemiologist employed the 
department. From 1916 1924 
was epidemiologist with the 
Public Health Service. For the next 
four years was Assistant Commis- 
sioner Health for Chicago. 


Dr. Geiger returned California 
1931 when was appointed Di- 
rector Public Health the City 
and County San Francisco and Di- 
rector Institutions. the time 
his appointment was Manchuria 
doing special work plague. 

From the beginning Dr. Geiger’s 
work health has served 
university faculties, starting 
Assistant Professor Bacteriology 
the Department Hygiene the 
University California 1913. 
research fellow medicine the 
Hooper Foundation for Medical Re- 
search did important work from 
1919 1922 botulism and canning 
problems. 

From 1922 1928 was Associate 
Professor Epidemiology the Uni- 
versity Chicago. his return 
California was appointed 
ciate Professor Epidemiology 
Hooper Foundation, and two years 
later full professor. 1943 be- 
Professor Public Health and 
Preventive Medicine the College 
Physicians and Surgeons San 
Francisco. Currently Clinical 
Professor Epidemiology the De- 
partment Microbiology, Med- 
ical 

Dr. Geiger has published many ar- 
ticles various professional jour- 
nals; among the most important were 
those botulism, amebiasis, malaria, 
rabies, brucellosis and typhoid. 

Two the citations Dr. Geiger has 
received have been from the 
Health for the Navy for the Pacific 
Area the present time. 

served World War with the 
rank Colonel and also served 
World War first Commanding 
Officer Evacuation Hospital 
Unit organized San Francisco. 

Dr. and Mrs. Geiger have main- 
tained their San Francisco residence 
through his period service health 
officer Oakland and will continue 
live there. 


rattler can strike distance 
about half its body length. can- 
not jump even leave the ground. 
does not need coil strike 
order bite. warning rattle 
usually, but not always, given before 
striking. This sound actually more 
buzz than rattle, resembling the 
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Public Health Positions 


Napa County 

Registered Staff Sanitarian: Salary range, 
$345-$422. Starting salary depends qual- 
ification and experience. Car necessary, mile- 
age paid. Inquire Edward Pinckney, 
M.D., Napa County Health Officer, 
Box 749, Napa. 


Richmond City 

Sanitarians: Salary range $366-$438. Final 
filing date October 25, 1955. California reg- 
istration and one year experience required. 
Age limit, years. Starting salary depends 
qualifications. Apply Personnel De- 
partment, Room 330, City Hall, Richmond. 


San Bernardino County 

Bacteriologists: Salary range, $311-$378. 
State certificate required. Apply County 
Civil Service, 236 Third Street, San Bernar- 
dino. 


San Mateo County 

Supervising Salary range, 
$415-$519. supervise field personnel 
environmental sanitation program. Must 
registered State California. Education 
and experience equivalent graduation from 
college and three years experience en- 
vironmental sanitation required. Contact 
Civil Service Commission, Court House, 
Redwood City. 


Tulare County 

Sanitarian: Salary range, $332-$415. Two 
vacancies. California registration required. 
Three weeks vacation per year, days sick 
leave, county car furnished. Starting salary 
depends qualifications and experience. 
Contact Ralph Gunderson, Director 
Sanitation, Tulare County Health Depart- 
ment, Box 110, Visalia. 


Personal Notes 


Robert Drake, trans- 
ferred from the Bureau Acute 
Communicable Disease the State 
Department Public Health the 
Bureau Diseases head 
the unit. 

Shirley Lilienthal has been 
appointed public health nurse 


printed im CALIFORNIA STATE PRINTING OFFICE 


Trinity County. The State Depart- 
ment Public Health providing 
this service the county through 
contract with the county board 
supervisors. 


George O’Brien, M.D., has 
joined the staff the State Depart- 
ment Public Health the Division 
Health Service medical 
officer charge state services 
those counties contracting with the 
department for public health services. 
Dr. O’Brien recently resigned 
health officer Stanislaus County. 


Eugene Guthrie, M.D., has come 
the State Department Public 
Health second-year resident 
health assigned the Public 
Health Service the Division 
Local Health Service. 


Miss Elizabeth Casper, nurse epi- 
demiologist the Public Health 
Service, has been assigned the State 
Department Public Health the 
Communicable Disease Center At- 
lanta work polio surveillance 
with the Los Angeles County Health 
Department. 


Chesley Bush, M.D., has resigned 
Chief the Bureau Tubercu- 
losis the State Department Pub- 
Health. served this position 
during Dr. Edward Kupka’s two-year 
leave for foreign service. Previously 
Dr. Bush had been Public Health 
Medical Officer the bureau. 


Cancer the womb being de- 
tected with new technique devel- 
oped the Los Angeles Medical 
Center the University Califor- 
nia scientists who have shown that 


small quantity salt solution imj 
jected into the uterine cavity 
wash down bits tissue from 
womb, and those pieces tissue 


then examined under the 
scope determine they are 
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